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SUB J : CASTRO SPEAKS ON INTERESTS SECTIONS/US EMBARGO 

1 . FIDEL CASTRO, IN SEPTEMBER 28 SPEECH MARKING TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF COMITES DE LA DEFENSA DE LA REVOLUCION (CDR), 

CITED EVOLUTION FOR THE BETTER IN US-CUBAN RELATIONS BUT CAUTIONED 
IT WOULD BE SLOW PROCESS AND CONDEMNED CONTINUATION OF US 
EMBARGO. HE EMPHASIZED THAT CUBAN REGIME AND POLICIES WOULD NOT 
UNDERGO CHANGE. 

2. AFTER CONDEMNING POLICIES OF PREVIOUS US ADMINISTRATIONS, 

CASTRO POINTED, FOR FIRST TIME PUBLICLY, WE BELIEVE, TO OPENING OF 
INTERESTS SECTIONS IN WASHINGTON AND HAVANA AND DESCRIBED THEIR 
FUNCTIONS AND SIZE. HIS STATEMENTS, HOWEVER, WERE CAREFULLY 
HEDGED TO AVOID AROUSING EXCESSIVE EXPECTATIONS. 

3. LATER IN SPEECH, CASTRO PROVIDED MORE REVEALING PICTURE OF 
CUBAN MOTIVATIONS ON US POLICY BY POINTING TO BAD ECONOMIC STRAITS 
IN WHICH CUBA FINDSITSELF. CASTRO SAID THAT, IF IT WERE NOT FOR 
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FAVORABLE TERMSON WHICH HAVANA SELLS SUGAR, AND BUYS PETROLEUM FROM, 
USSR, CUBA WOULD BE IN DESPERATE POSITON. AS IF RESPONDING TO 
DOMESTIC NAY-SAYERS OF CLOSE CUBAN LINKS WITH USSR, CASTRO POINTED 
OUT THAT, AT CURRENT FREE MARKET PRICES, ENTIRE CUBAN SUGAR 
CROP WOULD NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO PURCHASE 8 MILLION TONS OF FUEL 
WHICH CUBA IMPORTS ANNUALLY, NOT TO MENTION OTHER CUBAN NEEDS. 
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4. HAVING ACKNOWLEDGED FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE OF ECONOMIC LINKS 
WITH USSR, CASTRO THEN ALLUEDED TO UNSPECIFIED STEPS WHICH CUBA 
WAS TAKING TO IMPROVE ITS BAD ECONOMIC SITUATION. LEAVING LITTLE 
DOUBT THAT HE WAS REFERRING TO THE OPEINING TOWARD THE US, HE 
MOVED IMMEDIATELY TO THE ISSUE OF THE US ECONOMIC EMBARGO AND 

US ASSERTIONS OF A NEED FOR COMPENSATION FOR EXPROPRIATED PRO- 
PERTIES. CASTRO SAID THAT CUBAN ECONOMY HAS BEEN DAMAGED BY EMBARGO 
AND THAT US SHOULD PAY IDEMNITY TO CUBA. CASTRO THEN ASSERTED, 

WITH SOME VINDICTIVENESS, THAT CUBA COULD PAY COMPENSATION TOUS 
OUT OF IDEMNITY PAID TO CUBA. 

5. COMMENT: CASTRO'S MENTION OF INTERESTS SECTIONS COUPLED WITH 
HIS ECONOMIC REMARKS LEAVE LITTLE DOUBT THAT CUBANS CONTINUE TO 
DESIRE FORWARD PROGRESS ON CUBAN-US RELATIONS. YET CASTRO'S REMARKS 
ON THE UNSHAKABILITY OF CUBAN POLICIES AND ON COMPENSATION ILL- 
USTRATE THAT CUBANS NOT PREPARED TO GIVE WAY EASILY ON CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUES. ALBEIT CAREFULLY HEDGED, DESCRIPTION BY CASTRO OF TREND 

IN US-CUBAN RELATIONS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT ON ANNIVERSARY OF 
CDR, AN ORGANIZATION ORIGINALLY DESIGNED TO EXTIRPATE US INFLUENCE. 
ALSO, WHILE CASTRO'S STATEMENT ON COMPENSATION ISSUE CAN HARDLY BE 
CALLED HOPEFUL SIGN, IT DID MARK A REAFFIRMATION IN PRINCIPLE 
OF CUBA'S WILLINGNESS AT LEAST TO ADDRESS, AND POSSIBLY TO 
NEGOTIATE ON, ISSUE. 

6. USINT UNDERSTANDS THAT CARLOSRAFAEL RODRIGUEZ DELIVERED 
FOREIGN POLICY ADDRESS, SEPTEMBER 24, AT CLOSED SESSION OF CDR 
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CONGRESS. RODRIGUEZ MENTIONED, INTER ALIA, PANAMA CANAL TREATIES, 
PUERTO RICO, AND ANGOLA. AS SOON AS FULL TEXT OF RODRIGUEZ AND 
CASTRO SPEECHES ARE PUBLISHED, AS IS LIKELY, USINT WILL PROVIDE 
FURTHER COMMENTS. 

LANE 
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